
Environmental policy on

degraded/contaminated soils in the

Basque Country

Ana I. Alzola

Bordeaux, 27th April 2017



2

 IHOBE: activities

 Contaminated sites policy in the Basque Country

 Some data and examples

 New keywords for soil protection

 The way ahead



3

Public environmental management company, which belongs to

the Ministry of Environment, Land Planning and Housing of the

Basque Government

Support the Ministry in enabling the

environmental policy and in spreading the

green sustainability culture within the Basque

Autonomous Community

 contributing and participating actively in 

improving the environment

 encouraging the production and spreading of 

environmental knowledge

 co-operating with companies, public authorities

and citizens
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• Biodiversity

• Contaminated sites/SOIL PROTECTION

• Climate Change

• Waste

• Sustainable consumption and products

• Green public procurement

• Municipality and local sustainability

• Eco-efficient industry

• Environmental Policy

• Environmental knowledge

• Co-operation - Alliances
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Contaminated

sites in urban

and periurban

areas

19% “useful” 

soil

Planified actions

in 51% potentially

contaminated

surface

Driving force: 

54% remedial 

actions

Orography Industrialization

12.400 

potentially

contaminated

sites

3.500 Ha 

contaminated

sites

Risk Urban development
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po

Rational

REMEDIATION 

of contaminated

sites 

PREVENT

new soil 

contamination

GIVE VALUE

to soils out of 

the

“urbanistic” 

market

REUSE

polluted sites
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PLANIFICATION

LEGISLATION

Investigation

and remediation

of contaminated

sites

Integration of 

soil protection in 

other policies.

Cooperation

Knowledge

generation
Environmental

Infraestructures

Soil Quality

GIS

Inventiory of 

potentially

contaminated

sites

Legal 

procedures

Raising

awarenes and 

communication
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A new 

CONTAMINATED 

SITES 

PLANIFICATION

(in preparation)

LAW 4/2015 on

contaminated

sites

management

NEW DECREE on

administrative

and technical

Procedures

(in preparation)
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.

Salinization

Biodiversity
decliine

Local 
contamination
of soil and water

Erosion

THREATS

Soil compaction Floodings/
landslides

Soil sealing

Diffuse contamination
of soil and water

Organic matter
decline

PROTECTION

OBJECTS

Economical
value

Food
security

Ecosystem
services

Human
health

SPACE PLANNING 
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